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the factory system came, the thing which the domestic worker
hated about it most was its rigid soulless discipline, which
imposed a strain on body and mind that he had never known
before.

CA decentralized form of large-scale industry3 is Bucher's apt
description of the domestic system. Examples of it are to be
found in Flanders as early as the thirteenth century and in
Germany far into the nineteenth. But its chief period of supre-
macy was from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century, and its
main strongholds were the textile industries.

LARGE-SCALE INDUSTRY BEFORE THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

Industrial production before the factory system was carried
on predominantly in small workshops or in the homes of the
domestic workers, but anticipations of later types of industrial
organization were to be found. In certain industries, the tech-
nical conditions of production necessitated almost from the first
a large industrial unit. This was notably true of the metal
industries, iron, tin, brass, and copper.

Apart from the groups of free miners engaged in extracting the
mineral from the earth and the survival of small independent pro-
ducers in the metal trade, every stage of the extractive and industrial
processes was conducted on capitalist lines. The foundry and the
forge were capitalist undertakings in which the raw material and
fuel were owned and the product marketed by an entrepreneur;
while capital was also invested in extracting the mineral as well as in
the conversion of the metal into finished products.1

Coal-mining was another industry in which capitalist under-
takings employing fairly large groups of workmen were a
normal feature. Even in the textile industries, where the domes-
tic system had established so firm a hold, the advantages of a
large industrial unit could not escape notice, The waste of
time involved in distributing materials to scattered craftsmen
was great. Within a single building the labour of the workers

1 Lipson, Economic History of England, vol. ii, p. 162. For a description of a large-
scale iron manufacture in the seventeenth century (the Crowley iron works) v.
ibid,3 pp. 178-33.